
Here are some questions to support you when reading with your child. 

Vocabulary Questions  

What does this word tell us about the character/setting/atmosphere?  

Look at a sentence/passage and find a word that means the same as …  

Which words/phrase in this text give us the impression that the main character is…?  

Which words/phrase in this text give us the impression that the setting is…?  

Which words/phrase in this text give us the impression that the atmosphere is…?  

What do phrases such as … tell you about…? 

 

Retrieval Questions  

Where is the story set?  

Put the events of the story in the order in which they have happened?  

What is the name of the main character? 

How does the main character look/behave/speak?  

When is the story set?  

What are the names of the characters in the book?  

Where would you find a section about…?  

What does the word… mean?  

Find a fact about …  

What information have you learnt about …? 

 

Summary Questions  

What is the main argument in this paragraph?  

What is the main message in this paragraph? Can you describe what has happened in this chapter? 

Describe how to …. (based on a concept in the text)  

Using less than 20 words, describe/write a blurb for this book.  

Which is the most important message in this book? 

 Can you describe what happened in 3 sentences? 

 

Inference Questions  

What does…think?  

How did … react?  



What makes you think that? Give evidence for your opinions.  

Explain why the author chose to…?  

How was… different after…?  

How did…?  

Why did…?  

What ideas are we given about…?  

What impression do we get about…?  

What do you think will happen to the main character now? Can you give reasons for your opinion? 

What makes you think this?  

Why did the character behave like this? 

 

Author Choice Questions  

What does the word …tell us about the character/setting/atmosphere?  

Look for a phrase that implies that the setting is…  

The author uses the word …to describe… What impression does this give us?  

Look for an example of a simile in the text. How does this add meaning?  

How have the headings/chapter names been chosen for this book?  

Explain why the word…is used to describe…  

Why does the writer compare… to…?  

What does the word/phrase… tell you about …? 

 

Compare, Contrast And Comment Questions  

Describe how the character reacts to this problem. How is this different/similar to his/her previous 

reactions?  

Compare how two characters are reacting to this problem. Who deals best with the situation?  

How has the character changed during the text?  

Which is the most important section in this book? Justify your choice.  

How did people in the past understand this topic, compared to how we understand it today? Why 

have these views changed?  

Compare one setting to another in the book. Why are the two settings significant to the story? 


